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As the Pope was the Vicar of God, so the Empei was His Viceroy on earth, to rule men in this ] and to ensure their obedience to the Church which was his duty to protect. Thus were linked togetl the '.Holy Komun Church and the Holy Bom Empire; and in the religious writing of the Mid< Ages, the rights and privileges of both are learnec proven! by an endless variety of texts and fanci allegories in the Bible.
In the person of Otto the Great, the Koir Empire awl the German Kingdom were united un< one rule. In Germany he was Head both of Chin and State, and he transformed the Germans iron collection of tribes into a single people with a feel; of national life. Here he was on safe ground; 1 the much-vaunted alliance of Pope and Kmpe was destined to prove most precarious anddeoepti After the death of Otto I in 973, the next Kmpe of not^ was his grandson Otto III, who chose th successive Popes; with the assistance of one these, his tutor, the learned Gerbert (Sylvester II), nought to reform the world by mystic and religi< influences for which the times were not ripe, Anot ambition of his was to carry out his father's plan drawing Italy and Germany more closely together t uniting them in the bonds of fellowship. But t ardent saintly youth did not live long enough carry out his inspired plans, and was lamented " the wonder of the world " by a sorrowing peo] Otto III left no heir, and wan followed by a suet akm of incompetent rulers until, under Henry j the Empire once more reached its high-water nw